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WELCOME TO
MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA
Womindjeka
Wominjeka means ‘welcome’ in the language groups of the Boon Wurrung and Woiwurrung (Wurundjeri) peoples.
The City of Melbourne respectfully acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the land, the Boon Wurrung and Woiwurrung
(Wurundjeri) peoples of the Kulin Nation and pays respect to their Elders, past and present.
The Wurundjeri People take their name from the Woiwurrung language word ‘wurun’ meaning the Manna Gum
(Eucalyptus viminalis) which is common along ‘Birrarung’ (Yarra River), and ‘djeri‘, the grub which is found in or near the
tree. For the Kulin Nation, Melbourne has always been an important meeting place for events of social, educational,
sporting and cultural significance.
Melbourne is proud to be a significant gathering place for all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples.
A Wurundjeri elder will conduct a Welcome to Country Ceremony and Smoking Ceremony to formally welcome guests to
Country, and cleanse places and people of bad spirits to promote the wellbeing of our people and guests.

WELCOME FROM THE

MINISTER FOR TRADE,
TOURISM & INVESTMENT
SENATOR THE HON SIMON BIRMINGHAM
Minister for Trade, Tourism and Investment
Deputy Leader of the Government in the Senate
Senator for South Australia
The importance of nutrition and the wellbeing of our
future generations has never been more in the global
spotlight than it is right now.
We know there is a growing interest and a heightened
awareness globally, around the quality and safety of dairy
products, including toddler milk formulas, which when
needed, play an important role in the growth and
development of children in their early years.
Australia’s infant formula industry should be proud of where
it sits today. You have a great story to tell - by global
standards, our country is a standout when it comes to
high-quality and safe infant formula.
This is no more evident than in the growing demand for
Australian products across the world. Australia is rightly seen
as a reliable source of quality products – and families tend
to trust and prefer them.
Australia continues to see strong growth in dairy products,
particularly to China, which is Australia’s largest market for
dairy products. Last year, Australia exported $1.25 billion
worth of dairy products to China, an increase of $347 million
on the previous year. Our exports of infant formula to China
were valued at $18.5 million, accounting for nearly two
thirds of total exports.

Over the past five years under our government, total trade
covered by free trade agreements has increased from 27 per
cent to around 70 per cent, providing more opportunities for
Australian exporters, including the dairy industry to sell their
quality produce and goods to the world.
Just recently, we signed the Indonesia-Australia Comprehensive
Economic Partnership Agreement (IA-CEPA), which together with
the China-Australia Free Trade Agreement (ChAFTA) presents
numerous opportunities for the Australian dairy industry.
ChAFTA has boosted the competitiveness of our dairy exports to
China with significant market access gains helping spur export
growth. For example, under ChAFTA, Australia has received
significant market access concessions for infant formula,
including unlimited preferential access and the total elimination
of the 15 per cent tariff on infant formula from 1 January of this
year.
Our Government firmly believes that providing these
opportunities for you within the infant formula industry is vital to
supporting you to grow and export more of your high-quality
products.
We look forward to working with you and the Infant Nutrition
Council to ensure we continue to see the production of safe and
reliable products, that when required, can be used by Australian
families and families across the globe

Growth in dairy exports to China continue to be driven by
the growing middle class in China and the increased desire
and demand for high-quality and safe agri-food products.
This presents immense future opportunities for Australia’s
dairy industry to compete on the world-stage and grow our
exports of high-quality and premium products.
The Liberal-National Government continues to provide new
market access for Australian farmers and businesses through
our ambitious trade agenda, as this helps to build a stronger
economy and create more Australian jobs.

Hon. Simon Birmingham
Minister for Trade, Tourism and Investment

CHAIR’S MESSAGE
On behalf of the Infant Nutrition Council
Board I would like to welcome delegates to
Melbourne for our third Infant NutritionFeeding the Future conference. I would
especially like to extend a warm welcome to
our invited guests, both from overseas and
nationally, some who have travelled long
distances to attend our conference. Please
take the time to introduce yourself and make
them welcome.
The Infant Nutrition Council (INC) is the peak
organisation for the infant formula and toddler milk
industry in Australia and New Zealand. INC’s purpose
is to promote breast feeding and the appropriate use
of scientifically developed formula products when a
baby doesn’t receive breastmilk. INC represents
manufacturers, marketers and suppliers who together
are responsible for over 95% of the volume of infant
formula and toddler milk products made and sold in
Australia and New Zealand.
The Infant Nutrition Council is committed to working
in partnership with government, regulatory
authorities, health care professionals and
breastfeeding advocates, to improve the health and
wellbeing of infants in Australia and New Zealand.
We are extremely grateful to all our sponsors for their
generosity in helping to make this conference a
reality. Without them we would not be able to
support our international speakers or build such an
interesting program.

Our thanks to Principal Sponsor
FrieslandCampina Ingredients
Dinner Sponsor
GrainCorp
Major Sponsors
Additive Solutions, DSM, IMCD,
Quantum Hi-Tech (China)
Welcome Reception Sponsor
H&H Group
Breakfast Sponsor
Brenntag
General Sponsors
Advanced Lipids, Blend and Pack, Bunge Loders
Croklaan, Jamestrong Packaging, Reckitt Benckiser
Our conferences are organized through the
relationships we have made with researchers,
government officials and other stakeholders and
designed to cover the current issues of the industry.
Thanks to all who have willingly engaged in putting
together a terrific program which I hope you enjoy.
As all the organization is done “in house”, I would like
to extend a particular thanks to the indefatigable Jan
Carey, CEO and Emma Goodwin, Executive Officer.
Most of all I hope you enjoy the next couple of days,
acquire new information and make new contacts.

Hamish Reid
Board Chair

CEO’S MESSAGE
The Australian and New Zealand infant
formula and toddler milk drink industry sits in
a global environment. Products on our
supermarket shelves are either
manufactured in our region or imported from
outside it. They are all developed through
global research using ingredients sourced
from all over the world. In addition there is a
big focus on the export market.

for high quality infant
formula and toddler milk
drink products which are
greatly prized by the
Chinese consumer. China is
Australia and New
Zealand’s biggest trading
partner and we greatly
value the relationship that
we have with China.

The Infant Nutrition Council and its members seek to
engage in all industry issues both in our region,
through the review of Food Standards Australia New
Zealand’s Infant Formula Standard and
internationally through the review of the Follow Up
Formula standard at the Codex Alimentarius
Commission and through our important trading
relationships.

Conferences provide unique opportunities to gather
information, explore ideas, make new business contacts
and catch up with colleagues.

The Feeding the Future Infant Nutrition Conference
2019 is designed to reflect our global reach and
focus. We are excited by the calibre of local,
regional and international speakers who have
agreed to share their expertise and experience.

I wish you the very best.

An important component of our conference this year
will be sessions that explore the global maket place.
Both New Zealand and Australia have a reputation

We hope that over the next two days Feeding the Future
does just that, not only through the program, but also
through the two terrific social events we have planned,
the Welcome Reception and the Conference Dinner.

Jan Carey
CEO

BREASTFEEDING PROVIDES BABIES WITH THE BEST NUTRITION AND IS PREFERRED WHENEVER POSSIBLE.
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PRINCIPAL SPONSOR

Essential ingredients and base
powders for infant formula
When nourishment
matters most
Bringing a child into this world is a precious journey that begins well
before pregnancy and continues through early life. Our team is committed
to developing and providing optimum nutrition when breastfeeding is not
an option.

Designed to increase immunity, improve digestion,
fuel growth and support brain development.

A commitment to pure
and traceable
Early life nutrition demands that purity works hand in hand with
precision. Our answer? Farms we own where cows graze on lush
Dutch meadows. It allows us to source the freshest milk possible,
processed with an unrivalled level of quality assurance.

The experts in infant
nutrition solutions
For more than 75 years, we’ve been dedicated to fulfilling your current
and future needs as an expert partner. It’s led us to create consistently
innovative ingredients and base powders. Our secret ingredient?
An unwavering focus on helping children get a great start in life!

HMO’s – Galacto-oligosaccharides — Micro-encapsulated LC-PUFA oils – Milk Fat – Nutritional Oil Powders –
Hydrolysates – Lactoferrin - (Demineralised) Whey proteins – Lactose

www.frieslandcampinaingredients.com

MAJOR SPONSORS

DSM

Additive Solutions

The first 1,000 days between the onset of a woman’s
pregnancy and her child’s second birthday offer a unique
window of opportunity for nutrition to shape healthier
futures. DSM’s tailored nutrients can support infants and
toddlers to grow to their full potential. DSM’s broad
portfolio of innovative, high-quality and safe nutrients,
combined with our consumer insights, market knowledge
and application expertise, can help your maternal, infants
and toddlers health positioned products attract more
consumers. We are the only integrated premix, vitamin and
nutraceutical manufacturer capable of creating and
delivering tailor made formulations, locally manufactured
in Oceania. Blend in our extensive scientific expertise,
technical know-how, global presence and total quality
assurance for your peace of-mind.

Additive Solutions - Vitablend are part of the Barentz
Group, a leading worldwide producer and distributor of a
wide range of high-quality ingredients including high end
nutritional premixes and ingredients for the infant nutrition
market. With more than 65 years of experience in the food
industry and over 65 offices worldwide, we are the partner
you can rely on for all your nutritional and functional
ingredient needs. As a member of the global Barentz
Group which includes our Vitasquare spray dry facility and
Vitablend premix facilities, we have an integrated
approach and control of the supply chain, ensuring
consistent, reliable supply of high-quality ingredients.
Constantly bringing innovation to our customers through
new and customised ingredients and delivery solutions, our
product range includes Betapol OPO, organic and
conventional GOS & FOS, nutritional premixes, DHA, ARA,
(Morinaga) probiotics, customised powdered fat solutions,
antioxidants and spray dried minerals.

www.dsm.com

www.additivesolutions.com.au
www.vitablend.nl

Quantum Hi-Tech (China) Biological Co. Ltd.
Quantum Hi-Tech (China) Biological Co., Ltd. (QHT),
established in 2000, is a Hi-Tech enterprise specialising in
prebiotic fibre research and development, production and
sales. QHT is the drafter of the Chinese national standards
of FOS and GOS, as well as the developer of 6 national
standard sample of FOS in China. In 2010, QHT was listed on
the Shenzhen Stock Exchange, quickly developed into a
leading brand and bench-marking enterprise in the
microbiota health industry. As prebiotics are a key
ingredient in infant formula, QHT has started the “Sugar
Mommy Project”, a breast milk database project to
analyse the patterns of human milk oligosaccharide
(HMOs) composition from Chinese mothers of different
demographics.
en.qht.cc

IMCD
IMCD is a global leader in the sales, marketing and
distribution of speciality chemicals and food ingredients.
Through our technical, marketing and supply chain
expertise we bring added value and growth to both our
customers and principal partners throughout the world.
The company has a strong position in EMEA, Asia-Pacific
and Americas in several different life science and industrial
end markets. IMCD is the exclusive distribution partner for
Balchem across ANZ.
Balchem Human Nutrition and Pharma manufactures and
sells Albion Minerals, our brand of scientifically validated
chelated minerals, and VitaCholine, our brand of the
essential nutrient choline. Both brands provide premium
ingredients that offer superior delivery of health benefits
and are built on strong science and innovative
technologies recognized worldwide for their quality,
efficacy and safety.

www.imcdgroup.com
www.balchem.com

DINNER SPONSOR

GrainCorp
GrainCorp started more than 100 years ago with a
single wheat silo, but our growth has been driven by a
desire to help others make great food and beverages.
Our oils, grains and malt operations stretch across
Australia, NZ, North America, the UK, Europe, China,
Ukraine and Singapore. GrainCorp Foods’ technical
expertise in lipid technology makes us leaders in the
development and processing of sophisticated,
tailor-made oil blends for infant nutrition, domestically
and throughout Asia.

www.graincorp.com.au/graincorp-oils/foods/products
/infant-nutrition

WELCOME RECEPTION
SPONSOR

H&H Group
H&H Group strives to become a global leader in
advanced adult and baby nutrition and care, with
brands such as Biostime and Swisse Wellness having a
growing presence across major global markets.
Developed and made in France and now available in
Australia, Biostime's high quality children’s probiotics
and infant milk formula are category leaders.

www.hh.global

BREAKFAST SPONSOR

Brenntag
Brenntag Food & Nutrition is the global leader in
specialty ingredient supply. With our strong local
infrastructure in 73 countries, we are perfectly
positioned to cater to our business partners at every
level. We help you stay ahead with a global view,
market insights, and know-how you will benefit from.
www.brenntag.com/food-nutrition

GENERAL SPONSORS

advancedlipids.com

www.jamestrong.com

bungeloders.com

www.rb.com

www.blendandpack.com.au

2019
PROGRAMME

DAY ONE

THURSDAY, 4 APRIL

CONFERENCE
8.00AM – 1.15PM

TIME

SESSION

8.00

REGISTRATION

AM

SPEAKERS

8.30am

WELCOME TO COUNTRY

Woiwurrung (Wurundjeri) peoples
Traditional Owners of the land

8.45am

WELCOME

Hamish Reid
Board Chair, Infant Nutrition Council

8.50am

CONFERENCE OPENING

Video Welcome from the
Hon Simon Birmingham, Minister for Trade, Australia

9.00am

SESSION 1 A BIG PICTURE VIEW

Chair: Hamish Reid
Board Chair, Infant Nutrition Council

9.05am

TRUST ME – I’M FROM THE GOVERNMENT

Glen Neal
General Manager, Food Standards Australia
New Zealand

9:50am

NEWBORN NUTRITION AND THE ORIGINS
OF HEALTH AND DISEASE

Professor Frank Bloomfield
Director, Liggins Institute
University of Auckland

10.35

AM

MORNING TEA

11.00am

SESSION 2 INFANT NUTRITION
THE FIRST 1000 DAYS

Chair: Charlotte Channer
Manager Food Science, Science & Risk Assessment
Directorate, Regulations & Assurance Branch,
Ministry of Primary Industries, New Zealand

11.10am

EARLY LIFE NUTRITION & DEVELOPMENTAL
PROGRAMMING OF LATER ADULT DISEASE

Professor Mark Vickers
Associate Director – Academic
Liggins Institute, University of Auckland

11.55am

EARLY LIFE NUTRITION
THE IMPORTANT ROLE OF PROTEIN

Dr Clare Wall
Associate Professor
Head of Discipline of Nutrition and Dietetics
University of Auckland

12.40

LUNCH

PM

1.20pm

SESSION 3 INFANT NUTRITION
SPOTLIGHT ON NUTRIENTS

Chair: Jean-Christophe Kremer
Secretary General, International Special Dietary
Foods Industries Association (ISDI), Brussels

1.30pm

THE ROLE THAT CHOLINE PLAYS IN SINGLE
CARBON METABOLISM IN FETAL AND EARLY
CHILDHOOD DEVELOPMENT

Dr Jonathan Bortz
Senior Director of Strategic Innovation, Human
Nutrition and Pharma for Balchem Corporation, USA

2.15pm

AMINO ACID REQUIREMENTS OF THE
INFANT BASED ON ABSORBED AMINO
ACIDS FROM HUMAN MILK

Distinguished Professor Paul Moughan,
Riddet Institute, Massey University, Palmerston
North, New Zealand

3:00

AFTERNOON TEA

PM

DAY ONE

THURSDAY, 4 APRIL

CONFERENCE
8.00AM – 5.15PM

TIME

SESSION

SPEAKERS

3.20pm

SESSION 4 GLOBAL RISK ASSESSMENT

Chair: Venetta Miranda
Executive Director, Asia Pacific Infant and Young
Child Nutrition Association (APIYCNA)

3.25pm

TRUSTING INFANT FOOD
HOW BLOCKCHAIN CAN
REVOLUTIONISE FORMULA

Beverley Honig
Chairman, Honeylight Enterprises

4.00pm

THE GEOPOLITICAL LANDSCAPE AND
THE SHIFT TOWARDS RECESSIONARY
RISK IN US, AUSTRALIA AND CHINA

Michael Every
Head of Rabobank Financial Markets Research,
Asia-Pacific, Hong Kong

5.00

CLOSE

Jan Carey
CEO, Infant Nutrition Council

PM

6.00 PM 10.30 PM

CONFERENCE DINNER

Location
Metropolis Events
Level 4,
Southgate Melbourne
3 Southgate Ave, Southbank

DAY TWO

FRIDAY, 5 APRIL

CONFERENCE
7.30AM – 1.30PM

TIME

SESSION

SPEAKERS

7.30

BUS STOP TALKS

Chair: Jan Carey
CEO, Infant Nutrition Council
Welcome from Brenntag – Breakfast Sponsor

7.35am

BREASTFEEDING AND COMPLEMENTARY
FEEDING STATUS OF INFANTS
(6 MONTHS) ATTENDING PEDIATRIC
OUTPATIENT DEPARTMENT OF A PRIVATE
CLINIC IN DELHI-NCR, INDIA

Urvashi Mehlawat
Senior Research Fellow (PhD Scholar)
Institute of Home Economics
University of Delhi

7.45am

OLIGOSACCHARIDES IN GOAT’S MILK
INFANT FORMULA AND THEIR HEALTH

Andrea Leong
PhD Candidate in Food Sciences
RMIT University, Melbourne, Australia

7.55am

INSIGHTS INTO THE STRUCTURAL
DYNAMICS OF BOVINE AND NON-BOVINE
MILKS DURING DIGESTION IN PIGLETS

Debashree Roy
PhD Student, Riddet Institute, Massey Institute
of Food Science and Technology, Massey
University, New Zealand

8.05am

BRINGING BABIES CLOSER TO TERM TACKLING PREMATURE BIRTH WITH
OMEGA-3 LONG CHAIN
POLYUNSATURATED FATTY
ACID SUPPLEMENTATION

Dr Femke Hannes
Leader, Nutrition, Science & Advocacy, DSM
Asia Pacific

8.30

AM

DISCUSSION & CLOSE

9.00

AM

WELCOME & OVERVIEW

AM

Chair: Jan Carey
CEO, Infant Nutrition Council
Erik Torringa
Product Group Manager, FrieslandCampina,
The Netherlands

9.05am

SESSION 5 CHALLENGES IN INFANT
FORMULA COMPOSITION
AND MARKETING – GETTING
THE FACTS IN AN EMOTIONAL
ENVIRONMENT

Chair: Jan Carey
CEO, Infant Nutrition Council

9.10am

HOW HEALTH POLICIES IMPACT
COMPOSITION CHALLENGES IN INFANT
FORMULA

Kaushik Janakiraman
Global Advocacy Manager,
Reckitt Benckiser, The Netherlands

9.25am

FOOD ADDITIVES IN INFANT FORMULA UNRAVELLING THE WHAT, WHY AND HOW
THEY ARE USED

Cristine Bradley
Infant and Child Nutrition, Global Regulatory
Policy, Reckitt Benckiser, Canada

10.00am

‘NO MUM’S LAND’ – REFRAMING SUCCESS
AND EXPLORING WHANĀU JOURNEYS

Isis McKay
Co-Founder of Health Promotion in Partnership and
Director of Maternity Consumer Engagement Services

DAY TWO

FRIDAY, 5 APRIL

CONFERENCE
7.30AM – 1.30PM

TIME

SESSION

10.30

MORNING TEA

AM

SPEAKERS

10.55am

SESSION 6 TRADING WITH CHINA

Chair: John McKinnon
former New Zealand Ambassador to China

11.10am

NEW REALITY, NEW CHALLENGE,
NEW OPPORTUNITY

Samuel Liu
Secretary General of China Nutrition and
Health Food Association, Beijing, China

11.40am

THE REVISION OF INFANT FORMULA
STANDARD OF CHINA - FOLLOWING
NEWEST RESEARCH AND INTERNATIONAL
DEVELOPMENT

Dr. Junhua Han
Director of Applied Nutrition Division, China
National Center for Food Safety Risk Assessment,
Beijing, China

12.20pm

THE AUSTRALIAN AND NEW ZEALAND
RELATIONSHIP WITH CHINA IN A TRADE WAR

David Mahon
Executive Chairman, Mahon China,
Beijing, China

1:00

SUMMARY & CLOSE

Jan Carey
CEO, Infant Nutrition Council

PM

SESSION CHAIRS AND SPEAKERS
SESSION 1 INFANT NUTRITION – A BIG PICTURE VIEW
GLEN NEAL
GENERAL MANAGER
FOOD STANDARDS AUSTRALIA NEW ZEALAND
Glen is responsible for the risk management and intelligence functions associated with developing
food standards. This includes labelling, contaminants, composition, additives and foods requiring
preapproval such as novel foods, public health nutrition standards, and the economics and social
science inputs to standards development.
Glen’s background is in public health; he has held a range of leadership positions within New
Zealand’s central government food and biosecurity authorities, such as Ministry for Primary Industries,
and project managed the establishment of the New Zealand Food Safety Authority (NZSFA).

PROFESSOR FRANK BLOOMFIELD
DIRECTOR
LIGGINS INSTITUTE, THE UNIVERSITY OF AUCKLAND
Professor Frank Bloomfield is the Director of the Liggins Institute. He is a Professor in Neonatology,
a Consultant Neonatologist at Auckland City Hospital, and past President of the Perinatal Society
of Australia and New Zealand.
Frank took a BSc (first class honours) in Experimental Immunology and Oncology at the University
of Manchester and then MBChB, also at Manchester. He trained in paediatrics in the north-west
of England, obtaining MRCP before moving to New Zealand where he specialised in neonatal
paediatrics, obtaining FRACP. He took a PhD in paediatrics at The University of Auckland and
spent two years in Toronto as a post-doctoral fellow at the University of Toronto and a neonatal
transport fellow at the Hospital for Sick Children.
He was appointed as a Senior Lecturer in Neonatology at The University of Auckland and a
specialist neonatologist at Auckland City Hospital in 2002. In 2013 he was promoted to Professor
and in 2015 was appointed Director of the Liggins Institute at the University of Auckland.

SESSION 2 INFANT NUTRITION - THE FIRST 1,000 DAYS
CHAIR: CHARLOTTE CHANNER
MANAGER FOOD SCIENCE, SCIENCE & RISK ASSESSMENT DIRECTORATE,
REGULATIONS & ASSURANCE BRANCH
MINISTRY OF PRIMARY INDUSTRIES, NEW ZEALAND
Charlotte Channer is currently the Manager of Food Science team at the NZ Ministry for Primary
Industries. She leads a team of 9 technical experts whose collective scientific expertise include
nutrition, food science and food technology.
Charlotte has a strong nutrition science background and is a New Zealand Registered Dietitian.
She completed her tertiary training at the University of Otago where she was awarded a
Bachelor of Consumer and Applied Sciences majoring in Human Nutrition and a Post Graduate
Diploma in Dietetics. Her early career history includes working as a registered clinical dietitian at
both Christchurch and Wellington Hospitals before travelling overseas to work in a variety of
clinical roles, including two years at the Royal Free Hospital in London.
On returning to New Zealand, Charlotte worked as a Paediatric Dietitian at Wellington Hospital
before moving to a role at the New Zealand Food Safety Authority. Charlotte has been with MPI
and its predecessor organisations since 2003.
In her current role at MPI Charlotte oversees MPI’s input into all FSANZ Applications and
Proposals. She has more recently been actively involved in the governance responsibilities of the
joint food regulatory involvement through attending the Food Regulation Standing Committee
(FRSC) meetings.
At a technical level Charlotte leads and oversees the Food Science input into the FSANZ review
of the Infant Formula Products Standard and into other work relating to infant and young child
food and nutrition issues.
Charlotte also contributes significantly to the Codex Nutrition work, predominantly through her
scientific and technical input into the review of the global Follow-up Formula Standard that New
Zealand is leading. She is a member of the New Zealand delegation and attends the
Committee meetings in November each year.

PROFESSOR MARK VICKERS
ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR – ACADEMIC
LIGGINS INSTITUTE, UNIVERSITY OF AUCKLAND

Professor Mark Vickers is based at the Liggins Institute at the University of Auckland. Dr Vickers’
research focus is on the effect of alterations in early life nutrition on the later health and wellbeing
of offspring with a particular focus on the development of obesity and the metabolic syndrome.
Dr Vickers has established a number of preclinical models utilizing the paradigm of altered
early-life nutrition (including both under- and overnutrition) to examine the mechanistic basis of
programming during critical periods of developmental plasticity.
Dr Vickers also investigates the potential for reversibility of developmental programming via both
nutritional and pharmacologic interventions and was one of the first to show that developmental
programming was potentially reversible with interventions in the early life period. He has published
over 140 peer-reviewed papers and 16 book chapters in the field of early life origins of adult
disease and is on the Editorial Board of a number of journals in this area.

SESSION 2 INFANT NUTRITION - THE FIRST 1,000 DAYS
DR CLARE WALL
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR
HEAD OF THE DISCIPLINE OF NUTRITION AND DIETETICS
THE UNIVERSITY OF AUCKLAND
Associate Professor Clare Wall is the Head of the Discipline of Nutrition and Dietetics at The
University of Auckland. After qualifying as a dietitian in the UK in 1984, she specialised in
paediatric dietetics, working in both the UK and Australia. Clare is an active member of the
nutrition community in New Zealand and serves on a number of national review panels and
committees in the infant and childhood nutrition area.
Clare’s main research focus is the interrelationship between the determinants of nutritional
status and health outcomes in the paediatric population. She is currently a collaborator on a
number of research projects in pregnancy and early life including a National Science
Challenge funded project exploring the effect of prebiotic complimentary foods on the
microbiome composition in infants.

SESSION 3 INFANT NUTRITION – SPOTLIGHT ON NUTRIENTS
CHAIR: JEAN CHRISTOPHE KREMER
SECRETARY GENERAL
INTERNATIONAL SPECIAL DIETARY FOOD INDUSTRIES (ISDI), BRUSSELS

Jean Christophe Kremer was appointed Secretary General of ISDI in June 2014. ISDI is the
international trade association representing the special dietary foods industries. ISDI’s members
are 23 member associations representing the manufacturers of paediatric, medical and other
specialised nutrition, including China. Officially based in the United States, ISDI’s offices are
located in Brussels. ISDI is an official observer at the Codex Alimentarius Commission, the joint
WHO-FAO food standards programme.
Since 2005, he has run several European trade associations in the food sector.
Jean Christophe started his career as political advisor to a Dutch Member of the European
Parliament (MEP). He helped his MEP on drafting the annual report on Turkey’s accession to the
European Union.
Jean Christophe studied History in Leuven (Belgium) and European political and administrative
affairs at the College of Europe in Bruges. He’s married and is the proud father of 3 daughters.

SESSION 3 INFANT NUTRITION – SPOTLIGHT ON NUTRIENTS
DR JONATHAN BORTZ
SENIOR DIRECTOR OF STRATEGIC INNOVATION, HUMAN NUTRITION AND PHARMA
BALCHEM CORPORATION, USA

Dr. Bortz has developed over one hundred branded products in the prescriptive nutritional
and prenatal markets and many of these brands have become category leaders in the US.
His expertise is in developing innovative mineral and vitamin formulations with the rigor
typically associated with pharmaceutical products. Working with Albion Laboratories since
2006, he has developed a deep knowledge in chelated minerals, with particular emphasis
on iron and magnesium.
He also has developed considerable expertise in vitamin B12 physiology since 2011 when he
co-founded a biotech company (Xeragenx LLC) to commercialize a recombinant human
protein (Intrinsic Factor) produced in plants for the physiologic absorption of oral vitamin
B12. This experience came in handy when he joined Balchem Corporation in 2016, since
Balchem produces over 80% of the world’s choline. Choline, together with vitamin B12 and
folate are the essential nutrients driving One Carbon Metabolism, which is so key to fetal,
infant and childhood neurodevelopment, fatty acid transport, membrane integrity, liver
health and metabolic function.
He now serves as the Senior Director of Strategic Innovation, Human Nutrition
and Pharma for Balchem Corporation and is recognized for his ability to translate
complex and intricate physiology into understandable and actionable science.

DISTINGUISHED PROFESSOR PAUL MOUGHAN
RIDDET INSTITUTE, MASSEY UNIVERSITY
PALMERSTON NORTH, NEW ZEALAND

Professor Paul Moughan was appointed to the foundation chair in monogastric biology at
Massey University in 1993 and from 1997-2003 Foundation Head, Institute of Food, Nutrition
and Human Health, Massey University. From 2003 until 2017 he held the position of
Foundation Co-Director of the Riddet Institute, a National Centre of Research Excellence in
Food Science. Professor Moughan currently holds the position of Distinguished Professor at
Massey University and Riddet Institute Fellow Laureate.
His research has encompassed the fields of human and animal nutrition, food chemistry,
functional foods, mammalian growth biology and digestive physiology. He has published in
excess of 450 scientific works. In 1995 he was awarded Doctor of Science and in 1997 was
awarded a Personal Chair at Massey University and was elected a Fellow of the Royal
Society of New Zealand. He is a Fellow of the Royal Society of Chemistry, Cambridge,
England. In 2011 he was appointed Chair of the FAO Expert Consultation to review
recommendations on the characterisation of dietary protein quality in humans, and in 2014
was appointed to the International Think Tank (World Science Academies) on world food
security. He has received numerous prestigious international awards for his work, including
the New Zealand Prime Minister’s Science Prize in 2012. In 2014 he was awarded an
Honorary Doctor of Science from the University of Guelph, Canada. In 2018 he was
awarded the Wageningen University Medal of Honour. Professor Moughan sits on a number
of editorial boards for scientific journals and is an adviser to the international food industry.

SESSION 4 GLOBAL RISK ASSESSMENT
CHAIR: VENETTA MIRANDA
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
ASIA PACIFIC INFANT AND YOUNG CHILD NUTRITION ASSOCIATION (APIYCNA)

Venetta brings 20 years of policy and government experience, specialising in Pan-Asian trade
and economic developments, government relations and issues management, NGO advocacy
and stakeholder engagement in a range of verticals including nutrition, healthcare and energy.
She is concurrently the Executive Director of the Asia Pacific Infant and Young Child Nutrition
Association (APIYCNA) and the Immediate Past President of the International Special Dietary
Foods Industries (ISDI) based in Brussels
APIYCNA was formed in 2010 and is headquartered in Singapore. It comprises five member
companies who have a global presence in nutrition products – Abbott Nutrition, Danone Asia
Pacific, FrieslandCampia, Nestlé and Reckitt Benckiser. The association is also a member of the
International Special Dietary Food Industries (ISDI). Identifying and implementing optimal nutrition
solutions requires multi-stakeholder cooperation. It is APIYCNA’s aim to achieve this by
collaborating with our partners and stakeholders to understand the specific nutritional needs in
each country where we operate.

BEVERLEY HONIG
CHAIRMAN
HONEYLIGHT ENTERPRISES

Beverley’s insights into successful business is invaluable for those preparing for, leading and
managing new platform technologies such as Blockchain.
Beverley is a global lawyer and technology entrepreneur, leading a company which won the
2017 title of top 200 businesses of tomorrow from Westpac bank, independently assessed by
Deloitte as a company unlocking some of Australia’s $70 billion economic potential.
Beverley is an adjunct professor in Entrepreneurship Law and Business, a senior fellow at Monash
University and an honorary fellow at University of Melbourne. Named in as one of the top 10
entrepreneurs in Australia, and as one of Australia’s 100 Women of Influence, she was recently
listed in the Businesswomen’s Hall of Fame.
With strong connections in Government and business, for 23 years she has been the Director of
the Australia Chamber of Commerce and has a passion for venture creation and cross cultural
business partnerships. She consults to government agencies to imbue business acumen in setting
standards for industry.
She is an international lawyer, global consultant and published author of several leading
textbooks in the area of project management, contract management and contemporary
management. Beverley was a key educator convener and lecturer at the QUT’s bespoke School
in Canberra for the Department of Defence’s in strategic procurement, contract management
and technology procurement.
Beverley is very passionate about making complex subjects easy to understand, bringing to
market a variety of technologies from around the world such as Uniper Care, which prevent
loneliness for our ageing population, to the award winning Greenville Developments a company
that upcycles shipping containers for commercial and popup uses, with a focus on minimising
and repurposing waste, medical applications and defence equipment.

SESSION 4 GLOBAL RISK ASSESSMENT
MICHAEL EVERY
HEAD OF RABOBANK FINANCIAL MARKETS RESEARCH
ASIA-PACIFIC, HONG KONG

Based in Hong Kong, Michael analyses major market developments in the Asia-Pacific region
and contributes to the bank’s various economic research publications for Rabobank’s internal
and external customers. In addition, he provides support to Rabobank’s sales, trading,
structuring and management with his analysis on market events. Regularly sought after by both
local and the international media, Michael makes frequent appearances on television, radio,
and in the financial press.
Michael has 20 years of experience working as an Economist and Strategist. Before Rabobank,
he was a Director at Silk Road Associates, a strategy consultancy based in Bangkok.
Prior to Silk Road Associates, he was Senior Economist and Fixed Income Strategist at the Royal
Bank of Canada based in London and Sydney. Michael was formerly also an Economist for Dun
& Bradstreet’s Country Risk Unit in London, covering ASEAN countries.
Michael holds a Masters Degree in Economics from UCL/SSEES and a Bachelor’s degree from the
University of Lancaster.

BREAKFAST SESSION
BUS STOP TALKS
URVASHI MEHLAWAT
SENIOR RESEARCH FELLOW (PHD SCHOLAR)
INSTITUTE OF HOME ECONOMICS, UNIVERSITY OF DELHI

Urvashi Mehlawat is a PhD Scholar from Institute of Home Economics, University of Delhi,
India. She is working in the area of Infant Nutrition specifically on “complementary feeding
practices” for her PhD research. Urvashi is also involved in a project funded by University of
Sydney under the supervision of Prof. Michael J Dibley, Professor of Global Public Health
Nutrition, The University of Sydney School of Public Health, Faculty of Medicine and Health.

ANDREA LEONG
PHD CANDIDATE IN FOOD SCIENCES, RMIT

Andrea Leong obtained a Bachelor's in Pharmacy (Hons) from Monash University and has worked
in retail pharmacy. Following that, she completed her Honours Degree in Pharmaceutical
Sciences investigating receptor-mediated signalling of gastrointestinal pain and inflammation.
She is currently working on her PhD in food sciences at RMIT University. Her current research
focuses investigating the relationship between naturally occurring oligosaccharides in goat's milk,
goat's milk-based infant formula and infant gut health.

BREAKFAST SESSION
BUS STOP TALKS
DEBASHREE ROY
PHD STUDENT, RIDDET INSTITUTE,
MASSEY INSTITUTE OF FOOD SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY, MASSEY UNIVERSITY, NEW ZEALAND
Debashree Roy is a PhD (Food Technology) student with Riddet Institute, Massey University,
Palmerston North, New Zealand.
Debashree obtained her Master of Science in Food Technology from Central Food Technological
Research Institute, India in 2013 and Bachelor of Science (Honours) in Agriculture from Bidhan
Chandra Agricultural University, India in 2011. She has been a gold medallist during both her
Bachelors and Masters. She worked as Associate Manager, Research and Development with
IFFCO (Milling and Specialty Flour) in Dubai, UAE (United Arab Emirates) from 2013-2016.
She commenced her PhD study in late-2016 which focusses on investigating the structural
changes in bovine and non-bovine milks during digestion.

DR FEMKE HANNES
LEADER, NUTRITION SCIENCE & ADVOCACY
DSM ASIA PACIFIC
Dr Femke Hannes is a scientist holding a doctoral degree in biomedical sciences focusing on
human health. Clinical research and diagnostics have been an area of focus for her for many
years. Currently, Dr Hannes is nutrition, science and advocacy manager at DSM nutritional
products for the Asia Pacific region.
In her role, she is responsible for communicating scientific evidence of different health benefits
and building a strong network of key influencers in the scientific, medical and clinical research
communities. Furthermore, through collaboration with different partners, Dr Hannes seeks to drive
innovation through clinical research within DSM nutritional products focusing on Asia Pacific
region. Dr Hannes has been invited to present at several symposiums all around the world and
has co-authored a number of publications.

SESSION 5 CHALLENGES IN INFANT FORMULA
COMPOSITION AND MARKETING – GETTING THE
FACTS IN AN EMOTIONAL ENVIRONMENT
KAUSHIK JANAKIRAMAN
GLOBAL ADVOCACY MANAGER
RECKITT BENCKISER, THE NETHERLANDS

Kaushik Janakiraman is the Global Advocacy Manager, for RB Health (previously Mead
Johnson Nutrition) and has responsibilities for regulatory strategies, stakeholder relations and
supporting the innovation pipeline for the children’s category.
Mr. Janakiraman has special focus on matters related to Codex Alimentarius which includes
representing the global, regional and national trade associations on key topics related to
pediatric nutrition.
Mr Janakiraman has worked in New Zealand, United States and Netherlands in regulatory
roles. Mr. Janakiraman is a Food Technologist from Massey University, New Zealand with
further education in International Food Law from Michigan State University.

CRISTINE BRADLEY
INFANT AND CHILD NUTRITION, GLOBAL REGULATORY POLICY
RECKITT BENCKISER, CANADA

Ms. Cristine Bradley is a global regulatory policy specialist for infant and children nutrition at
Reckitt Benckiser Health, and the Chair at the International Special Dietary Foods Industries
(ISDI), for Food Additives. Ms. Bradley’s focus in regulatory policy is food and ingredient
safety in foods for paediatric populations. She has served since 2011 as the head of the
industry delegation at the Codex Committee on Food Additives, and at the Codex
Committee for Nutrition and Foods for Special Dietary Uses as a technical advisor.
Prior to her current role, at Mead Johnson Nutrition Ms. Bradley provided leadership for
strategies in global regulatory and nutrition science, identifying issues and needs relevant to
assuring safety, adequacy, and appropriateness of products, ingredients, and claims, in
support of regulatory acceptance in domestic and international markets. Ms. Bradley is a
Registered Dietitian and received her Master of Science education in Nutrition and
Metabolism from McMaster University, and undergraduate degree in Biochemistry-Nutrition
from the University of Ottawa.

ISIS MCKAY
CO-FOUNDER OF HEALTH PROMOTION IN PARTNERSHIP AND DIRECTOR OF MATERNITY
CONSUMER ENGAGEMENT SERVICES

Isis McKay is the Co-founder of Health Promotion in Partnership (HPiP) and General Manager
of Women’s Health Action both based in New Zealand. She has spent the last 11 years in
various roles focussing on progressing and protecting maternal and child health, including
leading the development of the high-profile breastfeeding promotion event the ‘Big Latch
On’. Isis works in partnership with the Ministry of Health and District Health Boards to provide
consumer representation and has developed and led several regional and national
initiatives/projects aimed at strengthening and diversifying consumer voices. As a mum of
three young children, she is immersed in the realities of parenting and understands the joys
and challenges faced by parents and caregivers. Isis has a background in Public Health
and is dedicated to making positive change towards a fairer, safer, and healthier Aotearoa.

SESSION 6 TRADING WITH CHINA
CHAIR: JOHN MCKINNON
FORMER NEW ZEALAND AMBASSADOR TO CHINA

John McKinnon was educated in New Zealand at Nelson College and at Victoria University of
Wellington, and in the United Kingdom at the London School of Economics and Political Science.
He joined the then Ministry of Foreign Affairs in New Zealand in May 1974. In 1975 he was sent to
Hong Kong to undertake two years of Chinese language training, following which he was
assigned to the New Zealand Embassy in Beijing as second secretary.
His subsequent overseas assignments with the New Zealand foreign service were in Washington,
Canberra and New York (this last in the 1990s when New Zealand was serving a term on the
United Nations Security Council). John McKinnon was the Director of the External Assessments
Bureau in the Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet from 1995 to 2000.
John McKinnon served twice as New Zealand ambassador to China and Mongolia, the first time
from 2001 to 2004; the second time from 2015 to 2018. In between these two postings he was
successively a senior official in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade, Secretary of Defence, and
Executive Director of the Asia New Zealand Foundation. John McKinnon is now a Senior Fellow
of the Centre for Strategic Studies, Victoria University.

SAMUEL LIU
SECRETARY GENERAL
CHINA NUTRITION AND HEALTH FOOD ASSOCIATION

Samuel graduated from the Medical University of Tianjin in 2007 and then began an on-the-job
postgraduate in Shenyang Pharmaceutical University. At the same time, from 2007 to 2012, Samuel
became the officer of CFDA (China Food and Drug Administration). After that, he worked in Lee
Kum Kee (China) and for FrieslandCampina.
From 2015 to now, Samuel has held the office of Secretary General and Legal Representative of
the China Nutrition and Health Food Association (CNHFA). As a Secretary General, Samuel
oversees laws and formulation standards.

DR. JUNHUA HAN
DIRECTOR OF APPLIED NUTRITION DIVISION
CHINA NATIONAL CENTER FOR FOOD SAFETY RISK ASSESSMENT, BEIJING CHINA

Dr. Junhua Han is a nutrition professor of China National Center for Food Safety Risk Assessment，
director of Applied Nutrition. She is now in charge of the China national standards on nutrition
and food for special dietary uses.
Dr. Han has long-term experience in the work for nutrition research and standards management.
She is familiar with the current situation of related international standards and act as the main
drafter of the following important standards of China: GB 10765 <Infant formula>; GB 29922
<General Standard for food for special medical purposes>；GB 14880 <Standard for Food
fortification>; GB 28050 <General Standard for the Nutrition Labelling of Pre-packaged Foods>;
GB 13432 <General Standard for the Labelling of Pre-packaged Foods for special dietary uses>;
GB 7718 <General Standard for the Labelling of Pre-packaged Foods> etc. She was responsible
for many researches and education projects on nutrition.
Dr Han is also the head and speaker of China delegation of CCNFSDU, vice director of regulation
group of Chinese Nutritional Society etc. By now, Dr Han had published more than fifty articles,
focus on nutrition and standards, Chief-edited 6 books.

SESSION 6 TRADING WITH CHINA
DAVID MAHON
EXECUTIVE CHAIRMAN,
MAHON CHINA, BEIJING

David Mahon is the Founder and Managing Director of Mahon China Investment
Management Ltd. He has managed five private equity portfolios in China and held direct
responsibility for the management of over 25 Chinese companies.
Mr Mahon has extensive experience advising multinationals on their strategies in China and
has served on the boards of international and Chinese financial and industrial firms.
Mr Mahon writes and publishes China Watch, a quarterly review of China’s political,
economic and social developments. He is also a regular commentator in the Chinese and
international news media. Mr Mahon has been a resident of China for thirty years.

ABSTRACTS
TRUST ME – I’M FROM THE GOVERNMENT
GLEN NEAL - GENERAL MANAGER, RISK MANAGEMENT AND INTELLIGENCE
FOOD STANDARDS AUSTRALIA NEW ZEALAND
The tide of trust is going out in central institutions like government, the media and business. Instead we are increasingly
turning to our local communities, our echo chambers and celebrities for advice. Glen will outline some of the factors that
shape consumers risk perception and identify some solutions. He thinks that the mega trends of increasing integration of
global food supplies, emerging risks, increased attention on foods role in public health and tightening public sector budgets
are strong forces that drive the need for increased collaboration, agility and creativity.

NEWBORN NUTRITION AND THE ORIGINS OF HEALTH AND DISEASE
PROFESSOR FRANK BLOOMFIELD - DIRECTOR, LIGGINS INSTITUTE, THE UNIVERSITY OF AUCKLAND
It is becoming increasingly clear that babies born preterm are at increased risk of metabolic disease in adulthood, in
addition to the well-documented developmental risks. The association between preterm birth and later metabolic risk
could be due to the underlying pathology that caused preterm birth, the very fact of preterm birth itself with all the
accompanying physiological changes, or the ways in which we managed preterm babies after birth. The only one of these
potential underlying causes amenable easily to modification is the postnatal management of preterm babies and the
universal therapy is nutritional therapy. This talk will discuss contemporary nutritional therapy of the newborn and how this
may modify risk of later metabolic disease.

EARLY LIFE NUTRITION AND DEVELOPMENTAL PROGRAMMING
OF LATER ADULT DISEASE
PROFESSOR MARK VICKERS - ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR – ACADEMIC, LIGGINS INSTITUTE, UNIVERSITY OF AUCKLAND
Over 60% of adults in Australia and New Zealand are currently either overweight or obese with obesity strongly associated
with the morbidities of type 2 diabetes, hypertension and heart disease. Of particular concern is that almost two-thirds of
women of reproductive age are either overweight or obese resulting in potential adverse health outcomes for both mother
and child. The rates at which these disorders have increased suggest that environmental influences, rather than genetic
causes, are fuelling the epidemic. The developmental origins of health and disease (DOHaD) framework has highlighted the
link between the periconceptual, fetal and early infant phases of life (i.e. the “First 1000 Days”) and the later development
of obesity and related metabolic disorders in offspring. A primary focus has been on the early life nutritional environment
with both maternal overnutrition and undernutrition leading to an increased risk of obesity and related cardiometabolic
disorders in offspring, effects that can be transmitted to future generations. Although the mechanisms are not fully defined,
this programming was initially considered an irreversible change in developmental trajectory. It has now been shown, at
least in pre-clinical models, that early life developmental programming of postnatal metabolic disorders can be
ameliorated by nutritional interventions during critical periods of early development. This presentation will cover the
background to the developmental programming hypothesis and the importance of the First 1000 Days with some examples
drawn from experimental animal models to highlight the impact of an altered early life nutritional environment on later life
health outcomes.

EARLY LIFE NUTRITION - THE IMPORTANT ROLE OF PROTEIN
DR CLARE WALL - ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR, THE UNIVERSITY OF AUCKLAND
The first 1000 days of life (preconception to the age of 2 years) is a critical window for development and ensuring lifelong
health. Nutritional requirements are high during this time and optimal intakes of protein are required to ensure adequate
growth and neurodevelopment. Protein requirements in the first year of life are based on the protein content of breast milk.
However, little is known about the optimal protein requirement for infants who are not fully breastfed, fed Infant Formula and
who are receiving complementary foods. The recommendations for protein intake for 1-3 year olds also vary considerably.
Prospective studies have shown a relationship between high intakes of protein in infancy and unfavourable BMI in later
childhood. The exact level of protein intake above which there is an increased risk of being overweight later in life has not
been established and high quality studies in this area are lacking. Data will be presented from our recent randomised
controlled trial, which looked at the impact of a reduced protein young child formula on body composition and growth in
the second year of life.

THE ROLE THAT CHOLINE PLAYS IN SINGLE CARBON
METABOLISM IN FETAL AND EARLY CHILDHOOD DEVELOPMENT
DR JONATHAN BORTZ - SENIOR DIRECTOR OF STRATEGIC INNOVATION, HUMAN NUTRITION AND PHARMA FOR
BALCHEM CORPORATION, USA
Dr Bortz will discuss the role that choline plays in Single Carbon Metabolism and the mechanisms by which it plays such an
important role in fetal and early childhood development. He will link the biochemistry and physiology of methylation to
animal and human studies (some of which are recently published, and others are ongoing) that are illustrative of a fully
integrated model for improved neurodevelopmental outcomes in human offspring.

AMINO ACID REQUIREMENTS OF THE INFANT BASED ON
ABSORBED AMINO ACIDS FROM HUMAN MILK
DISTINGUISHED PROFESSOR PAUL MOUGHAN - RIDDET INSTITUTE, MASSEY UNIVERSITY, PALMERSTON NORTH, NEW ZEALAND
Traditionally the amino acid requirements of the infant have been based on the amino acid composition of human breast
milk and daily milk intakes. The chemical determination of amino acids in foods is not straight forward, and the need for
correcting for hydrolytic losses and gains of amino acids during analysis will be discussed. Having accurate information on
the gross amino acid composition, however, is only the start. Human milk contains quite high amounts of proteins the primary
function of which is not to supply amino acids for growth and development, but rather they have a gut protective function.
These immunological proteins are poorly digested by the infant. Because of this, it is important to base the amino acid
requirements of the infant on absorbed amino acids, not the total or gross amounts. Not all of an amino acid is absorbed,
and different amino acids are absorbed to different extents. A milk-fed piglet model of amino acid absorption in human
babies will be discussed, and data from this model on the absorbed amino acid composition of human milk will be
presented.

TRUSTING INFANT FOOD - HOW BLOCKCHAIN CAN
REVOLUTIONISE FORMULA
BEVERLEY HONIG - CHAIRMAN OF HONEYLIGHT ENTERPRISES
Known for her expertise in Blockchain, Beverley Honig has had vital experience advising Blockchain companies across
Asia and the Middle East and is a cofounder of the game changing Aboriginal Blockchain Company First Nations
Blockchain. With her firsthand experience in setting up blockchain strategies, she is able to share her experience in a
very practical and insightful way that enables and facilitate others to absorb her tactical knowledge and apply it to
their industries.
Beverley will present the future value of global food supply sustainability by tagging, tracking and tracing trust through
the blockchain.

THE GEOPOLITICAL LANDSCAPE AND THE SHIFT TOWARDS
RECESSIONARY RISK IN US, AUSTRALIA AND CHINA
MICHAEL EVERY - HEAD OF RABOBANK FINANCIAL MARKETS RESEARCH, ASIA-PACIFIC, HONG KONG
We are clearly living through a period of rising populism, polarisation, and geo-political tensions. All of these problems are
controversial, complex, and correlated: and only by understanding what is causing them, and how they influence each
other, can we get a better grasp of what the future may hold. While this may seem abstract, it is of critical importance to
both businesses and financial markets. Indeed, we have arguably only seen the first steps in a journey towards populism
so far: imagine what the business environment, interest rates, exchange rates, and the international trade architecture
could all look like if we head further down the same path.

BREASTFEEDING AND COMPLEMENTARY FEEDING STATUS OF
INFANTS (6 MONTHS) ATTENDING PAEDIATRIC OUTPATIENT
DEPARTMENT OF A PRIVATE CLINIC IN DELHI-NCR, INDIA
URVASHI MEHLAWAT - SENIOR RESEARCH FELLOW (PHD SCHOLAR), INSTITUTE OF HOME ECONOMICS,
UNIVERSITY OF DELHI
Breastfeeding and complementary feeding status of infants (6 months) attending pediatric outpatient department of a
private clinic in DELHI-NCR, India. A total of 100 mother-infant (6 months) dyads attending Pediatric OPD of a private clinic in
NCR were selected purposively. Infants aged 6+/-0.5 months, single birth, normal birth weight, full term, breastfed and
without any severe chronic disease or disorder were enrolled. A questionnaire was developed to record information on
breastfeeding and complementary feeding. Retrospective data was collected for early and exclusive breastfeeding
practices, and results are to be shared.

OLIGOSACCHARIDES IN GOAT’S MILK INFANT FORMULA
AND THEIR HEALTH EFFECTS
ANDREA LEONG - PHD CANDIDATE IN FOOD SCIENCES, RMIT
“Breast is best” is a common saying that reinforces the importance of mother’s milk in infant nourishment. In circumstances
where breastfeeding is not possible, scientifically validated infant formula (IF) becomes the next best option. There is
enormous interest in manufacturing IF that mimics human milk as closely as possible for maximum health benefit (known as
“humanizing” IF). Modern day IFs are manufactured from either cow’s or goat’s milk, with the latter gaining increasing
interest as recent studies suggest that goat’s milk contains higher amounts of oligosaccharides with higher structural
similarity to those present in human milk, compared to those in cow’s milk. However, little is known about the presence of
these bioactive compounds in IFs and their health benefits. Using HPLC-MS and microbiological assays, we examined a
commercial goat’s milk-based IF (Stage 1 and Stage 2) for naturally occurring oligosaccharides and their potential
physiological effects. The results showed that these IFs contained 14 quantifiable oligosaccharides of which five were similar
to those found in human milk. Further in vitro studies showed that these oligosaccharides promoted growth of
Bifidobacterium and Lactobacillus species and also prevented the attachment of E. coli and S. typhimurium to gut epithelial
cells. This suggests that goat’s milk-based IF is a good source of human-milk-like oligosaccharides and that these may
provide infants with improved gut health benefits.

INSIGHTS INTO THE STRUCTURAL DYNAMICS OF BOVINE AND
NON-BOVINE MILKS DURING DIGESTION IN PIGLETS
DEBASHREE ROY - PHD (FOOD TECHNOLOGY) STUDENT WITH RIDDET INSTITUTE, MASSEY UNIVERSITY,
PALMERSTON NORTH, NEW ZEALAND
The most important non–bovine milk in the human society is of course the milk produced by a mother for her infant,
capable of completely satisfying the nutritional requirements of the infant. Although breast feeding is recommended for
infants, for various reasons millions of babies are raised on bovine milk-based alternatives every year. However, some infants
and children are allergic or intolerant to bovine milk and therefore interest in non-bovine milks has increased. At present
there is little, if any, information on the digestion behaviour of non-bovine milks.
Coagulation of milk protein is considered to be a critical step in its digestion. In this study we investigated the curd formation
and disintegration behaviour of different milks in stomach and its impact on the subsequent release and digestion of milk
nutrients in the small intestine of three-week old piglets. A brief about the study undertaken and preliminary results will be
shared during the conference.
The study provides fundamental insights about the coagulation behaviour of different milks in its natural form and the
knowledge gained can be extrapolated to infant feeding and to the production of milk replacement formulas or nutritional
beverages more akin to the needs of the infant and children.

BRINGING BABIES CLOSER TO TERM - TACKLING PREMATURE
BIRTH WITH OMEGA-3 LONG CHAIN POLYUNSATURATED FATTY
ACID SUPPLEMENTATION
DR FEMKE HANNES - LEADER, NUTRITION, SCIENCE & ADVOCACY,
DSM ASIA PACIFIC
According to the World Health Organization, around 15 million babies are born prematurely every year, accounting for
around one in ten of all births. Globally, premature birth is the leading cause of death for children under five, with close to a
million deaths annually. Babies that do survive are at high risk of a range of long-term health problems, including visual
impairment, developmental delay and learning difficulties. At last, there’s convincing evidence that omega-3 LCPUFA
supplementation during pregnancy can help to lower the risk of having a preterm baby and helps reduce the risk of having
a low birth weight baby. Looking at the latest research findings, Dr Hannes considers the implications for children’s and
women’s health and the measures industry and healthcare professionals can take to encourage adoption.

HOW HEALTH POLICIES IMPACT COMPOSITION CHALLENGES IN
INFANT FORMULA
KAUSHIK JANAKIRAMAN - GLOBAL AND ADVOCACY MANAGER, RECKITT BENCKISER, THE NETHERLAND
Manufacturing of Infant Formula has become one of the most complex and challenging parameters in the food sector.
While there are continuous efforts to further improve the quality and deliver optimal nutrition, there are also rapidly evolving
policies that significantly impact how the formula can be manufactured.
How can we balance the two without compromising on safety and quality? How can we address composition issues that
are impacted by regulatory and health policy proposals?

FOOD ADDITIVES IN INFANT FORMULA - UNRAVELLING THE
WHAT, WHY AND HOW THEY ARE USED
CRISTINE BRADLEY - INFANT AND CHILD NUTRITION, GLOBAL REGULATORY POLICY, RECKITT BENCKISER, CANADA
Foods for infants play a vital role in the healthy growth and development of this sensitive population group, and are one of
the most highly regulated in the entire food industry. Starting with the widely agreed principle that food additives in infant
formulas should be as restricted as possible, this session will explore the effect of different variables such as ingredients,
formula type, and the way in which formula is produced, on why, what and how additives are necessary and used safely in
infant foods.

‘NO MUM’S LAND’ – REFRAMING SUCCESS AND EXPLORING
WHANĀU JOURNEYS
ISIS MACKAY - CO-FOUNDER OF HEALTH PROMOTION IN PARTNERSHIP AND DIRECTOR OF MATERNITY CONSUMER
ENGAGEMENT SERVICES
This presentation will explore the nuanced space between industry marketing and breastfeeding protection. We will discuss
the insidious ways that infant feeding experiences and ‘choices’ are undermined by marketing of breastmilk substitutes,
and how regulations meant to safeguard consumers may be isolating and undermining those they are meant to protect. I
will present a diversity of women and whanāu journeys and discuss the importance of inclusive strength-based approaches
to health promotion. We will also explore how ‘virtue signalling’ is being used to further polarise infant feeding debates.

NEW REALITY, NEW CHALLENGE, NEW OPPORTUNITY
SAMUEL LIU - SECRETARY GENERAL OF CHINA NUTRITION AND HEALTH FOOD ASSOCIATION
The presentation shows the structure of China Food safety administration, the definition of China nutrition food and current
status, the monitoring and management way of government department. Besides, also indicates the challenge opportunity
of China nutrition food.

THE REVISION OF INFANT FORMULA STANDARD OF CHINA —
FOLLOWING NEWEST RESEARCH AND INTERNATIONAL
DEVELOPMENT
DR. JUNHUA HAN - DIRECTOR OF APPLIED NUTRITION DIVISION CHINA NATIONAL CENTRE
FOR FOOD SAFETY RISK ASSESSMENT BEIJING CHINA
The Chinese national standard of infant formula and follow-up formula required review and revision because they cannot
correspond to current scientific knowledge and data. In 2016, the National Health and Family Planning Commission of
China announced the revision of the mentioned standards. Then, China National Center for Food Safety Risk Assessment
established a working group and an expert group to undertake the tasks of reviewing and revising those standards.
Formula composition recommendations for infants and young children were devised by a Chinese expert group based on a
detailed systematic review, which included nutrient intake, nutrient content of Chinese women’s breast milk, and the latest
adequate intake and tolerable upper intake levels, also referencing the Codex Alimentarius recommendations and those of
other countries, considering the practice in products on the market.
According to the current regulation of China, follow-up formula standard was divided into two separate standards, one for
6–12-month-old infants and the other for young children 12–36 months old.
Compared with current standards, it was recommended that most compositional requirements should be modified,
especially for formula for old infants and young children, including decreasing the maximum energy density, decreasing the
protein content, increasing the minimum content of lipids, providing the maximum amount of vitamins and minerals
(including vitamin E, vitamin K, thiamin, riboflavin, vitamin B6, vitamin B12，niacin, folic acid, pantothenic acid, vitamin C,
biotin, magnesium, calcium, phosphorus, and iodine), and changing the content of optional components such as taurine,
docosahexaenoic acid, and arachidonic acid. These nutrient standard modifications based on recent evidence are
expected to enhance feeding practices and further guarantee the health of infants and children in China.

THE AUSTRALIAN AND NEW ZEALAND RELATIONSHIP WITH
CHINA IN A TRADE WAR
DAVID MAHON - EXECUTIVE CHAIRMAN, MAHON CHINA, BEIJING
Australia and New Zealand are navigating difficult political relationships with China, the definitive trading partner of both
countries. How might Canberra and Wellington manage its traditional alliances with Western powers while recognising that
they are now a part of the wider Asian economy? Half the world’s GDP is generated in Asia, a region of five billion people
that trades more with itself than Europe and the Americas. Asia will be the greatest centre of future demand for quality,
particularly infant, nutrition.
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